[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]USC Department of Geography
2025- 2026 Professional Development Plan (Master’s)

· Student completes Program Milestones, Review of This Academic Year, and Goals for Next Academic Year  Due to Graduate Director by Friday, May 8, 2026 (send as WORD document, not PDF).
· Graduate Director compiles faculty feedback on TA/RA and course performance and adds to PDP.
· The PDP meeting between student and advisor should be scheduled ideally by Monday, June 15, 2026; advisor completes the Advisor Evaluation section.  
· Advisor returns completed PDP to Graduate Director via email as WORD document. Graduate Director will add comments, sign, and email copies to advisor and student.

Student Name:

Advisor Name:	

Program Milestones (Completed by student.  List month/year; indicate completed or planned)

	Submission of Program of Study (MPOS)

	

	Formation of committee (list members)

	

	Proposal defense 

	

	Thesis defense target date 

	



Review of This Academic Year (Completed by student)

Research activities (e.g., progress on proposal, fieldwork, data collection and analysis)

Grant or fellowship funding applications (both applied for and received)

Presentations at professional meetings

Publication activities (specify submitted, accepted, in press, etc.)

Honors and awards
Professional development activities (e.g., CTE workshops; grant-writing workshops, organizing conference session; Grad Student Day presentation)

Departmental, professional, and community service and leadership (on-campus and off-campus, including GSA, GGSA, AAG, and SEDAAG organizational roles and activities)

Other noteworthy activities

Goals for Next Academic Year (Completed by student)

Required skills
Grant or fellowship applications
Publications 
Professional development activities 
Career-related goals and activities 

Coursework Evaluations (Completed by Graduate Director)

Assistantship Evaluations (Completed by Graduate Director)

Advisor Evaluation (Completed by Advisor during end-of-year meeting)

This student is on track for which degree (please highlight one): 

	Master of Arts
	Master of Science


  

This student will complete a …(please highlight one): 

	Thesis - traditional
	Thesis – manuscript style

	Not yet determined
	Non-thesis research paper



This student’s progress in academic year 2025-2026 has been (please highlight one):

	Excellent
	Very Good
	Good 
	Adequate
	Unsatisfactory





Advisor comments and recommendations: 
Student’s performance over past academic year (coursework, research progress, assistantships, etc.) 

Student’s goals

Other comments/recommendations


Advisor and student sign below at PDP meeting. Send as Word document to Graduate Director.


Advisor signature/date	___________________________________________________


Student signature/date	___________________________________________________


Graduate Director signature/date	_____________________________________________


Graduate Director comments:



